20   POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS  CONDITION
with the writings of Timogenes of Alexandria, Posidonius of
Apamsea and others whose loss we equally deplore.
Xow and again we get a little help from some other Greek
or Latin author, whom I shall mention as occasion arises.1
Epigraphy and papyrology relate only to Egyptian Judaism,
but they sometimes provide instructive comparisons and should
not be ignored in studying the Palestinian world.2 And finally
the Rabbinical literature furnishes us with occasional informa-
tion about the political history of the time, information which
we must always make use of with caution.
Ill
the strictly religious documents
All the sources already mentioned, and the writings of
Josephus in particular, provide us with a good deal of informa-
tion, but the definitely religious documents fall into four groups.
These are : (1) a certain number of Jewish writings which have
been received into the canon of the Jewish Bible in spite of
their late date; (2) various works more or less similar to the
above and known as the Deuterocanonical books; they have
been the subject of much discussion from early times and only
a few have been admitted into the Alexandrian canon ; (3)
apocryphal writings universally regarded as such, the most
interesting being apocalyptic in character ; and (4) the genuine
Rabbinical literature.3
A. At the head of the first group comes the book of Job,
which raises the difficult problem of God's relation to the mis-
fortunes of the righteous. Critics are divided as to its date,
but there are several cogent arguments in favour of the post-
exilic period. For instance, there is a certain flavour of scepti-
cism with regard to divine justice, which can hardly be dated
earlier than the Return, or at most before the Exile; again,
the universalistic conception of God is only characteristic of
this period; and, lastly, the book is pervaded by a sort of
humanitarianism which is not in keeping with what is known
1	List of references in LXXV, i, 107 jjf.    The texts are collected and
translated into French in Th. Reinach, Textes cTauteurs grecs et romains
relatifs au judalsme, Paris, 1895.
2	C. K. H, Wright, Light from Egyptian papyri on Jewish history before
Christ, LXXV, i, 65jgr.
3	All the necessary information is to be found in the various Dic-
tionaries of the Bible, in particular EB and BB, and in HRE, JE and EJ.
Cf. XXXIX (Job, 75 ff. ;   Ecdesiastes, 107 ff.;   Ben-Sira, 125 jfif.).

